. When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bancls w']aJCL.]:d
] -nectecl them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station towhich tﬁ [
_of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they s]nould d
the causes whlch impel them to the separation.

I overnments are instituted among Men, clenvmg their just powers from the consent of the 8overnec1 ~~That when e
f i Fcﬁ‘l of Government becomes cles,tructlve of these encls, itis the nght of the People to alteror to éll‘)OllS]:l 1t and

n'ot be changed for. hght and transient causes; ancl accoyclmglg all experience hath shewn, that man'klncl are moréghk !
3 § to su{{er, w]:ule ev11s are sufferable, than to rlght themselves ]og abolishing the forms to Wl’llCl’]. theg are abcustomed; But

a]asolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for t]_:l(—)ll'-

 future security.~-Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constyé’gns T

them to alter thelr"former Systems of Government. The history of the present ng of Great Britain is a history of repeh%e 1'3 - F:
- '.j: injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prqve- }' '

thls, let Factsbe su]amltted to a candid world.
Lige = ",

He has re{usecl his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessarg {or the public 8oocl

gitlc
. g;e nght of Representatlon in the Legislature,a nght inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. ]
] e has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their pul)hc

Re orcls,'for the sole purpose o{ fatiguing them into cornphance w1t]:1 his measures.

file has retused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powex?,' lig i
- ing apa]ole of Anm]:ulatlon, have returned to the People at large {or thenr ex,erc1se, the State remaining in the rneah.rﬁ s -

[ Bas o]pstmcted the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing J udiciary quc—!rf -
}ga JudBes clepenclent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their o{flces, and the amount ancl pag n1ent of th
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H@#l ep ang us, in tlmes of peace, Stanclmg Armles wnthout the Consent d{ ourleglslatures i
He hlis éc fo 1:2';1%(191 the Mllltarg independent of and supenox tothe ClVll power.
- Hc—,\, has combmecl with others tosubject ustoa _]unscllctlon foreign to our constltutlon, and unacknowledgea ]Jﬂ_ u

; Tor cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
,l:or imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
- For depnvmg us in many cases, of the benetits of Trial by Jury:
; F‘or transportmas us beg ond Seas to be tried for pretended offences )
; "f'or a]oollslnng the free System of English Laws in a nelghbounng Province, establishing therein an Ar]oltrarg 8ove1:;1'—*' ¥
'dhEenlargmg its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit 1nstrument for 1ntroc1uc1n8 the same o j

o‘lute rule into these Colonies: - " o
- ﬂtakmg away our Charters, al)ollshmg our most valuable Laws, and altenng fundamentallg the Forms o{.oun!‘ : &- &

He has plundered our seas, ravagecl our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destrog ed the lives of our people &
Heis at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tLJ lfr' TRk
- anny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most ]:)arbarous ages, ancl-l'toﬁg.’n;

1}-&.

unworthg the Heacl ofa ClVlllZ@(‘l natlon

n answered onIg })l] repeatecl injury. A Prince whose character is thus markecl by every act whlch may cle{me a TLJ rant,

m{l't to ]:)e t]:le ruler of a free people

. 1grat10n ancl settlement here. We have appealecl to their natlye ]ustlce and magnanimity, and we have conj urec_l.

k. E o
e ties o{ our common kindred to disavow these usurpatlons which, woulcl 1nev1tal)lg interrupt our conne'l:tlo an

: edbsmtg, wl‘ucl: denounces our Separatlon, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankmd, Enemles in War, i{gea(;e !

#,ufgif-g i

We there{orq‘\the Representatlves of the unlted States of America, in General Congyess, Asseml)lecl, appealmg,}al he
ﬁ ( mq‘;l_ b{ the world for the rectltucle of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authontg o{ the good People of
; l’heeso[elhnlg publish and declare, That these United Colonies are,and of Right oug]nf to be F‘ree andlnaEpen
Sﬂa’teq}t at they are Absolved from all Alleglance to the British Cyown, and that all political cohnectldn betv
w %te of Great Bntaln, isand oug]:lt to be totallg dissolved; and that as Free and Independeﬁt State 's,“th'
ﬁl W onclucle‘Peace, contract Alhances estabhsh Commerce, ancl todoall other Acts ancl q o ’




